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Planning tools for reopening and restoring 
urban streams and rivers 

• A breif history of streams and rivers in Oslo 

• The Akerselva transformation and the Oslo 
river forum – gaining political acceptance for 
reopening and restoring rivers 

• Using urban regeneration as the motor for 
restoring streams and local stormwater 
management – examples from the Hovin and 
Alna 

• Experiences – so far 

 

 



Restoration projects 
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The Akerselva river – transformed from an 
industrial backyard sewer to urban 
playground in 25 years – a story of success 
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Oslo has its own special gang of river activists – the 
pensioner politicians and river experts of the Oslo 
River Forum 
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City ecological programme City Green Plan –  municipal plan for the 
blue green parks and recreation 

Strategy: Oslo shall preserve and 
strenghthen its blue-green structure – 
reopen rivers and create blue-green 
corridors AND manage stormwater locally 
and as an asset 

Lists rivers and streams that are closed and 
that should be reopened in connection with 
old and new parks – an important guideline 
and tool for all developement in the city 

These give us the 
’ammunition’we 
need to set down 
regulation rules 
for developement 
in the city 



Ensjø – from car city to water town 

• Reopening the Hovin 
stream a main premise in 
the transformation 

 

• Local and surface based 
stormwater management 

 

• Close collaboration 
between private 
developers and 
municipality 



Technical 
plans for 
reopening 
streams and 
stormwater 
management 
must be 
made early 
in the 
process – 
this 
determines 
terrain hights 
and allows 
for the free 
flow of water 



’Teglverksdammen’ – a 6000 m3 
’cleaning dam’ for removing nitrogen 
and phosphorous using biofiltration.  A 
prerequisite for reopening the Hovin 
stream through Ensjø. Will be used for 
educational and recreational purposes 
by the adjacent new school. 
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Flood route map – used with info 
about closed steams and on site 
inspection – basis for reopening and 
stormwater plans 

Breivoll and the Alna meander 
park 
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VPOR – advisory plan for 

public spaces 

Determines the placing 

and quality of the public 

spaces early on in the 

planning process – 

including space for 

stormwater management 



Experiences so far 

• Rivers, streams and water need SPACE – secure 
this as early in the process 
 

• Set regulation rules early in process 
 

• Close collaboration within the municipality and 
with developers early in process 
 

• Develope technical plans for reopening and 
stomwater management early in process 

 
 



Experiences so far 

• Reopening/ restoration projects are more 
easily realised when mulitipurpose;  

– part of stormwater management plans, flood 
management plans, pollution reduction, 
recreation and parkland, etc 

 

• An active and knowlegable lobby group is a 
great asset! 
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From the Hovin stream at 
Ensjø - same day as entering 
water   


